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in learning activities, particularly in Islamic Religious Education (PAl). This
study aims to describe the forms of PAl teacher creativity and their impact
on student learning interest at SD Negeri 104 OKU. This research used a
descriptive qualitative approach, with data collection techniques including
in-depth interviews, participant observation, and documentation. The
results indicate that PAI teacher creativity manifests itself in three main
ways: a variety of learning methods (discussions, demonstrations, and
guestion-and-answer sessions), the use of learning media (visual and
audiovisual), and teacher role models in religious and communicative
behavior. These three aspects have been proven to increase student
learning interest, as evidenced by increased student participation,
enthusiasm, and responsibility in learning. Thus, PAI teacher creativity is a
strategic factor in creating a learning climate that supports the
strengthening of religious values and character in students from an early
age.

This is an open-access article under the license.

Introduction

Education plays a strategic role in shaping character and building the quality of human
resources, including in terms of the religiosity and morality of students. One important element in
the implementation of education is the role of teachers as learning facilitators. Teachers are not
merely conveyors of material, but also innovators and motivators who are able to inspire students'
enthusiasm for learning. In the context of Islamic Religious Education (IRE), this becomes even more
significant because IRE material is not only cognitive but also affective and psychomotor. Therefore,
teachers' creativity is a prerequisite for effectively instilling Islamic values in students.

Education is a fundamental aspect in shaping students' personalities and intelligence.
Through education, humans are expected to develop their potential optimally in cognitive,
affective, and psychomotor aspects. In the context of basic education, the role of teachers is central
because teachers not only function as educators but also as guides, role models, and motivators for
students (Uno, 2016; Hattie, 2009).

One of the challenges currently faced by the education sector is the low interest in learning
among students, particularly in the subject of Islamic Religious Education (IRE). Interest in learning
is a psychological factor that significantly influences students' success in understanding learning
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materials. Students with high learning interest tend to be more active, diligent, and enthusiastic in
following lessons (Slameto, 2013; Ainley, 2012). Conversely, students with low learning interest
often exhibit passive attitudes, easily become bored, and pay little attention to the teacher's
explanations (Deci, 2020).

In this context, teacher creativity becomes very important. Creativity can be understood as
the ability to generate innovative and relevant ideas, strategies, or learning media tailored to
students' needs (Craft, 2011; Kaufman, 2014). Creative teachers can create an engaging and
enjoyable learning environment that encourages active student participation. In PAI lessons,
teacher creativity is not limited to varying methods but also involves connecting religious content
with students' daily lives to make it more meaningful (Anhusadar, 2020).

Creativity in education is the ability to develop new, enjoyable, and adaptive teaching
methods, media, and strategies tailored to students' conditions. (Tisdell, 2016) states that creativity
is part of divergent thinking, enabling individuals to generate unique alternatives for problem-
solving. In the classroom, creative teachers are those who can create a dynamic, interactive, and
non-monotonous learning environment, thereby fostering students' interest in learning.

Learning interest itself is the internal motivation of students to actively engage in the
learning process. According to Slameto (2013), learning interest is a high tendency and enthusiasm
or a strong desire to learn. High learning interest will encourage students to be more focused, ask
questions, participate, and achieve. However, in the reality of education at the elementary level,
particularly at SD Negeri 104 OKU, there is still a lack of student interest in PAI subjects. This is
evident from the lack of student participation, passive attitudes during learning, and incomplete
religious assignments.

This situation raises an important question: what role does the creativity of PAl teachers
play in enhancing students' interest in learning? This study aims to answer this question by
exploring the forms of teacher creativity in the learning process and analyzing its impact on
increasing students' interest in learning at SD Negeri 104 OKU. Using a descriptive qualitative
approach, this study offers a deep understanding of teachers' practices in developing new ideas
that encourage students to be more enthusiastic about learning PAI.

The results show that Islamic Education teachers at SD Negeri 104 OKU have combined
several methods, such as interactive lectures, question and answer sessions, group discussions,
creative assignments, and demonstrations of religious practices. In addition, teachers also use
visual learning media such as videos and images, as well as educational games based on Islamic
values. These strategies have proven effective in increasing student participation and activity, as
well as creating a pleasant learning atmosphere.

This finding is in line with Sardiman A.M., (2011) view that monotonous learning can cause
boredom, while creative learning will generate enthusiasm for learning. Creative teachers are able
to adapt methods and media according to classroom conditions, student characteristics, and
learning objectives. PAI learning implemented with a creative approach will help students not only
understand cognitively but also internalize Islamic values in their daily lives.

Previous research shows that teacher creativity has a positive effect on increasing student
interest and learning outcomes. (Syahputra, 2019) found that teachers who use creative
approaches, such as the use of digital media and collaborative methods, are able to significantly
increase student interest in learning. Similarly, a study by (Dewi, 2021) confirmed that the creativity
of PAl teachers in choosing learning methods contributes greatly to students' religious motivation.
Thus, it can be emphasized that the role of creative PAI teachers is a strategic factor in fostering
students' interest in learning in elementary schools (Sternberg, 2006; Runco, 2014).

Furthermore, this study also found that teachers' creativity is not only evident in their
teaching strategies but also in their attitudes and exemplary behavior. Teachers who demonstrate
religious commitment, speak politely, and behave inclusively serve as role models for students,
thereby creating a conducive and religious learning environment. In this context, teachers'
creativity is not limited to technical aspects but also encompasses moral and spiritual dimensions.
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The urgency of this research is further strengthened by the phenomenon of declining
student interest in religious education amid the tide of digitalization and secularization of
information. PAI education that lacks a creative approach will increasingly be abandoned by
students. Therefore, updating teaching methods through teacher creativity has become a necessity,
not an option.

Based on the above description, this study aims to describe how PAI teachers at SD Negeri
104 OKU use creativity to foster students' interest in learning. This study is expected to contribute
theoretically to the development of Islamic education studies, as well as provide practical
implications for improving the quality of PAl learning through creative and innovative strategies.

Method

This study uses a descriptive qualitative approach. A qualitative approach was chosen
because it is suitable for examining social and educational phenomena in depth, especially those
related to the creativity of PAIl teachers in fostering student interest in learning (Poth, 2018; Tisdell,
2016). The descriptive method is used to describe reality systematically, factually, and accurately
according to the field situation (Biklen, 2007; Sugiyono, 2019).

The location of this research is SD Negeri 104 OKU. The research subjects include PAI
teachers, the principal, and students. Informants were selected using purposive sampling, which is
the selection of subjects based on specific considerations relevant to the research focus (Patton,
2015). This technique allows researchers to obtain more specific and in-depth data.

Data collection was conducted through observation, in-depth interviews, and
documentation. Observation was used to directly observe teachers' creativity in the learning
process, such as the selection of methods, use of media, and classroom management strategies
(Angrosino, 2007). Interviews were conducted with teachers, students, and the principal to explore
their experiences and perceptions regarding PAIl learning (Brinkmann, 2015; Flick, 2018).
Documentation was used to supplement the data through the review of learning tools, student
learning records, and school archives (Bowen, 2009).

To maintain data validity, this study used source and method triangulation techniques,
which involve comparing data from various sources and collection techniques (Denzin, 2012).
Triangulation is important to reduce bias and enhance data reliability (Flick, 2018).

Data were analyzed using the Miles and Huberman interactive analysis model, which
includes data reduction, data presentation, and conclusion drawing/verification (Saldafia, 2014).
Analysis was conducted simultaneously from the beginning of data collection to the final stage of
the research, ensuring that the research results provide a comprehensive and in-depth
understanding (Yin, 2018; Saldafia, 2016).

To maintain data validity, the researcher applied credibility testing through source and
technique triangulation, participant checks, and peer discussions to obtain alternative perspectives.
Transferability was maintained by describing the research context in detail. Dependability and
confirmability were established through audit trails and transparent documentation of the research
process.

The selection of this method was based on the awareness that teacher creativity and
student learning interest are phenomena that cannot be narrowly quantified but must be
understood holistically. Therefore, the qualitative method with a descriptive approach was deemed
most appropriate for exploring the complexity of the relationship between pedagogical innovations
implemented by teachers and students' affective responses in PAl learning in elementary schools.

Result

This study reveals that the creativity of Islamic Education teachers at SD Negeri 104 OKU
plays an important role in fostering students' interest in learning. Teachers' creativity is reflected in
various aspects of learning, from planning and implementation to evaluation. Based on interviews,

918 Aris Eko Cahyono et.al (The creativity of islamic education teachers in fostering interest...)


https://issn.lipi.go.id/terbit/detail/1604472347

At Turots: Jurnal Pendidikan Islam ISSN
Vol. 7, No. 2, Desember 2025, pp. 916-922

observations, and documentation, three concrete forms of teacher creativity were identified:
variation in teaching methods, utilization of learning media, and an affective approach through
modeling.

First, in terms of varying teaching methods, teachers do not rely solely on conventional
lectures but combine various approaches such as question-and-answer sessions, group discussions,
role-playing, and creative assignments. For example, in teaching the practical aspects of wudu and
prayer, teachers use direct demonstrations and ask students to perform simulations. This approach
proved to be more effective than just verbal explanations because students were actively involved,
both physically and cognitively. Such activities align with Vygotsky (1978) view emphasizing the
importance of social interaction in the learning process and the scaffolding provided by teachers as
primary facilitators.

Second, the use of learning media is also an important part of the teacher's creative
strategy. Teachers utilize visual media such as pictures of wudhu procedures and posters of daily
prayers displayed in the classroom. Additionally, audiovisual media such as short videos about the
exemplary stories of the Prophet Muhammad SAW are shown via a projector to capture students'
attention. Observations indicate that when the videos are shown, students become more focused,
exhibit high enthusiasm, and are able to remember the content for longer periods. This finding is
supported by Paivio (1986) dual coding theory, which explains that information conveyed through
both verbal and visual media is easier for students to process and remember.

Third, teachers also demonstrate creativity in affective and social aspects through
exemplary behavior. PAIl teachers at this school are known for their friendly, religious, and
communicative attitudes toward students. Teachers demonstrate consistency between the values
they teach and their daily behavior, such as discipline in prayer, speaking politely, and showing
empathy toward students. This role modeling indirectly builds trust and emotional closeness
between teachers and students, which ultimately increases students' interest in attending classes.
In this context, the approach of teachers as role models plays a strategic role, as explained in
(Bandura, 1977) social learning theory.

Students' interest in learning PAI subjects has increased significantly with the
implementation of this creative approach. From the documentation and observation data, it can be
seen that students are more active in asking questions, showing curiosity, and participating in
discussions. They are also more diligent in doing their assignments and participating in religious
activities outside of class hours, such as praying together or practicing giving speeches. This trend
indicates that teacher creativity not only increases short-term learning motivation but also fosters
long-term religious awareness rooted in meaningful learning experiences.

The research findings show that PAI teachers at SD Negeri 104 OKU have demonstrated
various forms of creativity in the learning process. This creativity is evident in the selection of
methods, use of media, and strategies that encourage active student engagement. Teachers do not
rely solely on lectures but also use group discussions, question-and-answer sessions, educational
games, and the use of audiovisual media relevant to the teaching material. These efforts make
learning more engaging and enjoyable for students (Sanjaya, 2016; Rusman, 2017).

In addition, teachers also emphasize a contextual approach by connecting PAl material with
students' real experiences. For example, when teaching about good character, teachers provide
examples through daily practices at school and at home. Thus, students find it easier to understand
religious values and are motivated to apply them (Hosnan, 2014; Anhusadar, 2020).

The results of this study are consistent with previous studies that state that teacher
creativity has a direct impact on student motivation and interest in learning (Rahmaningtias, 2011).
For example, Rahmaningtias (2011) study shows that the use of the Make A Match cooperative
learning model significantly increases students' interest in learning PAI lessons. Although the
approaches differ, the essence remains the same: creativity in methods and media contributes
greatly to students' active engagement in the learning process.
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The obstacles faced by teachers in applying creativity are limitations in supporting facilities,
such as the availability of teaching aids, digital media, and limited classroom space. Additionally,
teachers must manage their time carefully to ensure they can cover the entire curriculum while
applying varied methods. Despite this, teachers continue to innovate by utilizing simple tools and
involving students in the creative process. This reflects that creativity does not always depend on
advanced technology but rather on the teacher's ability to maximize available resources.

Discussion

The findings of this study are in line with learning motivation theory, which states that
teacher creativity plays an important role in fostering student interest in learning. According to Deci
(2020), students will be more motivated when learning is designed to be interesting, relevant, and
involves active participation. Teachers' creativity enables the creation of a conducive learning
environment, encouraging students to be more active in learning activities ((Schunk et al., 2014);
Kaufman, 2014).

Furthermore, the results of this study support Vygotsky (1978) view of social constructivism
theory, which emphasizes the importance of social interaction in the learning process. Through
teachers' creativity in designing collaborative activities, students can exchange ideas, broaden their
horizons, and increase their interest in learning. This is reinforced by the study by Darling-Hammond
et al. (2020), which shows that creative collaborative learning strategies increase students' intrinsic
motivation.

The role of learning media is also very important in increasing interest in learning. Teachers
who are creative in utilizing simple and digital technology are able to bring variety to learning.
Syahputra (2019) research shows that the use of interactive media significantly increases student
engagement in PAIl learning. In line with this, Dewi (2021) emphasize that the creativity of PAI
teachers in selecting learning media and methods can increase students' religious motivation and
interest in learning.

Overall, the results of this study prove that teacher creativity contributes significantly to
increasing students' interest in learning in elementary schools. Teachers are not only tasked with
delivering material but also with inspiring, motivating, and fostering students' curiosity. Thus,
teacher creativity is one of the key competencies that need to be continuously developed to
enhance the quality of PAI learning (Craft, 2011; Sternberg, 2006; Runco, 2014).

In general, this study reinforces the assumption that teacher creativity is one of the key
factors in fostering students' interest in learning, especially in normative subjects such as Islamic
Religious Education. Through interactive, enjoyable, and meaningful learning, students not only
gain cognitive understanding but also develop emotionally and spiritually.

Thus, it can be concluded that the development of teachers' creative capacities, both in
pedagogical and affective aspects, requires serious attention in teacher competency enhancement
programs. Schools are also required to create an environment that supports creativity and
innovation, so that Islamic Education becomes more relevant to the needs of students in the current
digital and multicultural era.

Conclusion

This study shows that the creativity of Islamic Education teachers plays an important role
in fostering students' interest in learning at SD Negeri 104 OKU. Teachers' creativity is reflected in
the use of varied teaching methods, the use of relevant media, and enjoyable and contextual
learning strategies. Teachers do not only deliver material theoretically, but also relate it to students'
daily lives so that it is easier to understand and appreciate. The research results reveal that students
show an increase in learning interest after teachers apply creative teaching approaches. Students
become more active, enthusiastic, and show excitement in participating in Islamic Education
lessons. This is evident from their involvement in discussions, their diligence in completing
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assignments, and an increased awareness of applying religious values in their daily lives. Thus, it
can be concluded that teachers' creativity is not merely a supporting factor but a strategic key in
fostering students' interest in learning. Teachers' creativity makes learning more meaningful,
enjoyable, and relevant to students' needs. Therefore, PAIl teachers need to continue developing
their teaching skills and innovations to provide better learning experiences and shape a generation
that is faithful, virtuous, and has a high spirit for learning.

References

Ainley, M. (2012). Students’ interest and engagement in classroom activities. In S. ; R. Christenson
A.; Wylie C. (Ed.), Handbook of research on student engagement (pp. 283-302). Springer.
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4614-2018-7_13

Angrosino, M. (2007). Doing ethnographic and observational research. Sage.

Anhusadar, L. (2020). Kesiapan guru dalam menghadapi pembelajaran berbasis digital. Journal of
Education Technology, 4(2), 110-118. https://doi.org/10.23887/jet.v4i2.25340

Bandura, A. (1977). Social Learning Theory. Englewood Cliffs. Prentice-Hall.

Biklen, S. (2007). Qualitative research for education: An introduction to theory and methods (5, Ed.).
Allyn & Bacon.

Bowen, G. A. (2009). Document analysis as a qualitative research method. Qualitative Research
Journal, 9(2), 27-40. https://doi.org/10.3316/QRJ0902027

Brinkmann, S. (2015). InterViews: Learning the craft of qualitative research interviewing (3, Ed.).
Sage.

Craft, A. (2011). Creativity and education futures: Learning in a digital age. Trentham Books.

Darling-Hammond, L., Flook, L., Cook-Harvey, C., Barron, B., & Osher, D. (2020). Implications for
educational practice of the science of learning and development. Applied Developmental
Science, 24(2), 97-140.

Deci, E. L. (2020). Intrinsic and extrinsic motivation from a self-determination theory perspective:
Definitions, theory, practices, and future directions. Contemporary Educational Psychology,
61, 101860. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cedpsych.2020.101860

Denzin, N. K. (2012). Triangulation 2.0. Journal of Mixed Methods Research, 6(2), 80-88.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1558689812437186

Dewi, R. (2021). Kreativitas guru PAl dalam pembelajaran berbasis media digital. Jurnal Pendidikan
Agama Islam, 18(2), 211-224. https://doi.org/10.19105/jpai.v18i2.3121

Flick, U. (2018). An introduction to qualitative research (6, Ed.). Sage.

Hattie, J. (2009). Visible learning: A synthesis of over 800 meta-analyses relating to achievement.
Routledge.

Hosnan. (2014). Pendekatan saintifik dan kontekstual dalam pembelajaran abad 21. Ghalia
Indonesia.

Kaufman, J. C. (2014). Classroom contexts for creativity. High Ability Studies, 25(1), 53—69.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13598139.2014.905247

Paivio, A. (1986). Mental representations: A dual coding approach. Oxford University Press.

Patton, M. Q. (2015). Qualitative research and evaluation methods (4, Ed.). Sage.

Poth, C. N. (2018). Qualitative inquiry and research design: Choosing among five approaches (4,
Ed.). Sage.

Rahmaningtias, A. (2011). Penerapan model pembelajaran kooperatif make a match untuk
meningkatkan hasil belajar IPS siswa kelas VIII-A SMP Negeri 2 Diwek Jombang.
repository.um.ac.id. https://repository.um.ac.id/52888/

Runco, M. A. (2014). Creativity: Theories and themes: Research, development, and practice (2, Ed.).
Elsevier.

Rusman. (2017). Belajar dan pembelajaran berbasis komputer. Alfabeta.

Saldafia, J. (2014). Qualitative data analysis: A methods sourcebook (3, Ed.). Sage.

Aris Eko Cahyono et.al (The creativity of islamic education teachers in fostering interest...)

921


https://issn.lipi.go.id/terbit/detail/1604472347

At Turots: Jurnal Pendidikan Islam ISSN
Vol. 7, No. 2, Desember 2025, pp. 916-922

Saldafia, J. (2016). The coding manual for qualitative researchers (3, Ed.). Sage.

Sanjaya, W. (2016). Strategi pembelajaran berorientasi standar proses pendidikan. Kencana.

Sardiman A.M. (2011). Interaksi dan Motivasi Belajar Mengajar. Rajawali Pers.

Schunk, D. H., Pintrich, P. R., & Meece, J. L. (2014). Motivation in education: Theory, research, and
practice (4th ed.). Pearson Higher Ed.

Slameto. (2013). Belajar dan faktor-faktor yang mempengaruhinya. Rineka Cipta.

Sternberg, R. J. (2006). The nature of creativity. Cambridge University Press.
https://doi.org/10.1017/CB09780511818240

Sugiyono. (2019). Metode penelitian kuantitatif, kualitatif, dan R&D. Alfabeta.

Syahputra, E. (2019). Pemanfaatan media digital dalam pembelajaran PAI untuk meningkatkan
minat  belajar  siswa. Jurnal  Pendidikan Islam  Indonesia,  4(1), 45-55.
https://doi.org/10.21927/jpii.2019.4(1).45-55

Tisdell, E. J. (2016). Qualitative research: A guide to design and implementation (4, Ed.). Jossey-Bass.

Uno, H. B. (2016). Teori motivasi dan pengukurannya. Bumi Aksara.

Vygotsky, L. S. (1978). Mind in society: The development of higher psychological processes. Harvard
University Press.

Yin, R. K. (2018). Case study research and applications: Design and methods (6, Ed.). Sage.

922 Aris Eko Cahyono et.al (The creativity of islamic education teachers in fostering interest...)


https://issn.lipi.go.id/terbit/detail/1604472347

