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response to the rapid advancement of digital technologies, increasing
social pluralism, and emerging moral challenges, curriculum
development requires a comprehensive and well-grounded
foundation. This article aims to examine the nature, functions, and
implementation challenges of curriculum foundations, encompassing
philosophical, juridical, sociological, psychological, and technological
dimensions. Employing a library research method with a descriptive-
analytical approach, the study critically reviews relevant literature and
theoretical perspectives on curriculum development. The findings
indicate that these five foundations are interconnected and collectively
contribute to the development of an integrative, adaptive, and context-
responsive curriculum. However, significant gaps remain between
curriculum design and educational practice, particularly in the
dominance of  cognitive-oriented learning, the limited
contextualization of instructional approaches, and the suboptimal
integration of technology in learning processes. To address these
challenges, this article proposes an Integrated Five-Foundation
Curriculum Model for the Digital Era, which conceptualizes curriculum
development as a dynamic interaction among educational values, legal
frameworks, societal needs, learner characteristics, and technological
innovation. The proposed model offers a conceptual framework for
developing curricula that are more relevant, adaptive, and
transformative in responding to the demands of twenty-first-century
education.

This is an open-access article under the license.

Introduction

The curriculum occupies a strategic position within educational systems as it serves as a
primary instrument for shaping learners’ knowledge, skills, and character. It is not merely
oriented toward the transmission of knowledge but also toward the development of values,
attitudes, and competencies that can be applied in everyday life. Fundamentally, a curriculum
constitutes a comprehensive framework that regulates educational objectives, learning
content, and instructional processes while simultaneously guiding the holistic development of
students’ character. Therefore, an effective curriculum should integrate cognitive, affective,
and psychomotor domains in a balanced manner to ensure the optimal achievement of
educational goals (Aulia, 2024).

As society continues to evolve, curricula are increasingly confronted with complex
contemporary challenges. The rapid advancement of digital technology has significantly
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transformed learning patterns and social interactions among students, particularly in the ways
they access, interpret, and utilize information. Furthermore, the growing phenomenon of
moral decline, reflected in the erosion of ethical values and religious character, has emerged as
a serious concern in education. At the same time, the increasingly pluralistic nature of modern
societies requires curricula to promote values of tolerance, inclusivity, and social diversity
(Putri et al., 2024).

In responding to these challenges, curriculum foundations play a crucial role in guiding
curriculum development and implementation. Curriculum foundations function not only as
conceptual bases but also as epistemological and operational frameworks that inform
educational decision-making. Each foundation contributes a complementary perspective: the
philosophical foundation provides educational direction and purpose; the legal foundation
offers regulatory legitimacy; the sociological foundation ensures relevance to societal needs;
the psychological foundation aligns curriculum design with learners’ developmental
characteristics; and the technological foundation facilitates adaptation to scientific and
technological advancements. Consequently, curriculum foundations serve as essential
components in the development of comprehensive and responsive curricula capable of
addressing contemporary educational demands (Idris, 2023).

Despite the importance of these foundations, a considerable gap remains between
curriculum design and its implementation in educational practice. Although curricula are often
conceptually well designed, their application in classroom settings is not always optimal. This
challenge can be attributed to several factors, including educators’ limited understanding of
curriculum concepts, insufficient innovation in instructional strategies, and the
underutilization of educational technology. As a result, the curriculum’s objective of developing
students who are ethical, responsible, and well-rounded individuals has not been fully
achieved (Nurfauzan, 2025).

Given these concerns, a comprehensive examination of curriculum foundations—
philosophical, legal, sociological, psychological, and technological—has become increasingly
important. Such an examination is necessary to ensure that curriculum development and
implementation remain integrative, contextual, and adaptive to the dynamic changes occurring
in contemporary society.

Previous studies have examined curriculum foundations from philosophical, legal,
sociological, psychological, and technological perspectives. However, most existing research
tends to discuss these foundations separately, providing limited understanding of how they
interact and collectively contribute to addressing educational challenges in the digital era.

This article offers an integrative analysis of the five curriculum foundations by
conceptualizing them as an interconnected system. The novelty of this study lies in its attempt
to reconstruct the relationships among curriculum foundations within the context of digital-
era education. By doing so, the study proposes a conceptual framework that may serve as a
foundation for developing curricula that are adaptive, contextual, and transformative in
responding to contemporary educational challenges.

Research Methods

This study employed a qualitative approach using a library research design. A qualitative
approach was selected because the study aimed to understand and analyze the concept of
curriculum foundations in depth based on various theoretical sources rather than numerical
measurements or experimental procedures (Moleong, 2018).

The data used in this study consisted of primary and secondary sources. Primary data were
obtained from major books discussing curriculum and educational studies, while secondary
data were collected from scholarly journal articles, academic publications, and official
documents, including educational regulations relevant to curriculum studies (Sugiyono, 2019).

Data were collected through reviewing, reading, and examining various sources related to
curriculum foundations, including philosophical, legal, sociological, psychological, and
technological foundations. The collected data were subsequently analyzed using a descriptive-
analytical method. This technique involved describing existing concepts and theories and
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critically analyzing them to identify their relationships, relevance, and implementation
challenges within curriculum development (Muhadjir, 2000).

Results and Discussion
A. The Nature of Curriculum: Philosophical, Normative, Empirical, and
Contextual Foundations
The curriculum constitutes a core component of the educational system, serving as
a framework that guides the implementation of teaching and learning processes. In
contemporary educational discourse, a curriculum is no longer understood merely as a
list of subjects to be taught. Rather, it encompasses a comprehensive set of plans and
arrangements that define educational objectives, learning content, instructional materials,
and pedagogical strategies employed throughout the educational process. Furthermore,
the curriculum includes a range of learning experiences intentionally designed to foster
learners’ cognitive, affective, and psychomotor development in a holistic manner
(Hasanah et al., 2025).

1. Philosophical Foundation

Etymologically, the term philosophy is derived from the Greek words philo
(love) and sophia (wisdom), which together signify a “love of wisdom” (Natsir &
Sunarti, 2024). In a broader sense, philosophy refers to a systematic, rational, and
critical endeavor to understand the nature of reality, knowledge, and values.

Similarly, Fauzan and Arifin (2022) define philosophy as a body of knowledge
that encompasses all aspects of existence, including human beings, religion, and
education, through systematic and reflective inquiry aimed at discovering fundamental
truths.

Within the field of education, philosophy seeks to address fundamental questions
such as: What is the nature of the learner? What is the purpose of education? What
values should education cultivate? From this perspective, education is viewed not
merely as preparation for life but as an integral part of life itself. Consequently,
philosophical inquiry positions education as a dynamic process that must remain
relevant to human experiences and societal development (Natsir & Sunarti, 2024).

Based on these perspectives, the philosophical foundation may be understood as
a set of ideas, beliefs, and values that guide curriculum development. It provides the
conceptual direction necessary for ensuring that educational practices remain relevant
to societal needs and changing circumstances.

In the Indonesian context, curriculum development is grounded in fundamental
national values, including belief in God, humanity, and social justice, which
collectively aim to foster responsible and morally conscious citizens (Republic of
Indonesia, 2003). In addition, several educational philosophies have influenced
curriculum development. Perennialism emphasizes enduring values, essentialism
focuses on the mastery of fundamental knowledge, progressivism promotes active and
experiential learning, and reconstructionism highlights education’s role in social
transformation. Consequently, the philosophical foundation serves as a key
determinant of curriculum goals, content, and orientation.

2. Normative Foundation
The normative foundation refers to the legal and ethical principles that guide the
implementation of education. Curriculum development is derived not only from
educational values and social norms but also from national regulations and educational
policies, including education laws and national education standards. This foundation
serves as a framework for determining competency standards, curriculum content, and
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assessment systems. Through a clear normative basis, curriculum implementation
gains direction, legitimacy, and consistency within the broader educational system
(Mulyasa, 2013).

. Empirical Foundation

The empirical foundation is based on research findings, educational experiences,
and the actual needs of learners. As society continues to evolve, curricula must be
continuously revised and developed in response to changing social conditions and
emerging educational demands. In contemporary educational settings, curriculum
development should also promote twenty-first-century competencies, including critical
thinking, creativity, collaboration, and communication skills. These competencies are
essential for preparing learners to face global challenges and adapt to rapid technological
advancements. Therefore, curriculum development should be informed by empirical
evidence and practical realities to ensure its relevance and effectiveness in
contemporary education. (Mira & Kunaenih, 2024).

. Contextual Foundation

The contextual foundation emphasizes that curriculum development should be
aligned with the social and cultural conditions of the community in which education
takes place. Learning should not be limited to theoretical knowledge; rather, it should
enable learners to apply what they learn to real-life situations (Nasution, 2007).
Accordingly, curricula should be adapted to local needs and environmental contexts,
including the promotion of social values and the integration of technology into learning
processes.

A contextual approach enables learners to establish meaningful connections
between academic content and their everyday experiences. As a result, learning
becomes more relevant, meaningful, and applicable to their lives. By considering the
realities of learners’ social and cultural environments, curriculum implementation can
better support the development of practical competencies and foster a deeper
understanding of educational content.

B. Concepts of Curriculum Foundations
1. Philosophical Foundation

The philosophical foundation of the curriculum serves as the fundamental
basis that determines the direction, objectives, and meaning of education itself.
Fundamentally, this foundation is rooted in a particular worldview, educational
values, and educational goals that guide curriculum development. From this
perspective, education is not merely a process of knowledge transmission but
also a means of fostering holistic human development that reflects moral and
humanitarian values (Ornstein & Hunkins, 1993; Posner, 2004).

A central concept of the philosophical foundation lies in the integration of
knowledge, attitudes, and skills as inseparable components of the educational
process. Accordingly, curriculum development should not focus solely on the
acquisition of knowledge but also on the cultivation of beliefs, values, and their
practical application in everyday life.

The ultimate goal of education is the development of a holistic individual
who achieves a balanced integration of spiritual, intellectual, emotional, and
social dimensions. Therefore, the curriculum should not be limited to the
promotion of intellectual achievement but should also contribute to character
formation and the development of ethical personality traits. In this regard,
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education requires a curriculum that goes beyond the delivery of instructional
content and emphasizes the internalization of life values among learners.
Consequently, learning processes should address not only cognitive development
but also affective and psychomotor domains, enabling students to understand,
appreciate, and apply values in their daily lives.

In practice, however, educational processes often demonstrate a strong
tendency toward cognitive-oriented approaches. As a result, learners may
acquire knowledge about values (knowing) without necessarily reaching the
stage of embodying those values in their behavior (being). This phenomenon,
commonly described as knowing # being, indicates that knowledge does not
automatically translate into everyday practice. For example, students may
understand the concept of honesty in social life but fail to consistently
demonstrate honest behavior in their daily interactions. Such conditions suggest
that curricula have not fully succeeded in facilitating value internalization,
thereby highlighting the need for a more integrative and transformative
educational approach.

In the digital age, the philosophical foundation of education faces new
challenges arising from the shift in learning orientation from the pursuit of
meaning toward the rapid acquisition of information. The ease of access to
information through digital technologies enables learners to obtain knowledge
instantly; however, such access is not always accompanied by reflective thinking
and wisdom in its application. Consequently, education risks becoming confined
to information transfer while neglecting character formation, moral
development, and critical thinking skills. Therefore, the philosophical foundation
of the curriculum must be reconstructed to emphasize not only knowledge
acquisition but also the cultivation of digital wisdom and moral responsibility in
the use of technology.

2. Legal Foundation

The legal foundation serves as the juridical basis that legitimizes the
implementation of education, including curriculum development. This
foundation encompasses various national regulations governing the educational
system, such as the National Education System Law, National Education
Standards, and curriculum policies, including the Merdeka Curriculum. As a
result, curriculum development is carried out within a clearly defined legal
framework that ensures consistency and accountability in educational practice
(Republic of Indonesia, 2003).

The implications of the legal foundation require that curricula be designed
systematically, structured coherently, and measured through clearly defined
learning outcomes. In this regard, educational curricula should establish explicit
competency standards, measurable achievement indicators, and well-directed
evaluation systems. Consequently, educational processes become more
organized, accountable, and aligned with nationally recognized quality standards.
The legal foundation therefore plays a crucial role in ensuring that educational
implementation operates within a legitimate and coherent national educational
framework (Sanjaya, 2007).

Despite the existence of a strong legal framework, curriculum
implementation often tends to become administrative and formalistic in practice.
Learning activities frequently focus on fulfilling documentation requirements
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and regulatory demands rather than enhancing the substance and quality of the
learning process itself. As a consequence, teachers are often preoccupied with
administrative responsibilities instead of developing innovative instructional
practices. This condition may reduce the meaningfulness of learning experiences
and hinder the effective achievement of educational objectives. Such
circumstances reflect a persistent gap between educational policy and classroom
practice (Hamalik, 2021).

Furthermore, the development of digital technology has progressed much
faster than changes in educational regulations. This situation has created a
discrepancy between existing policies and the actual needs of contemporary
learning environments. The emergence of Artificial Intelligence (AI), online
learning, and digital educational platforms requires more adaptive and
responsive regulatory frameworks. Therefore, the legal foundation should
function not only as a mechanism of control and standardization but also as a
facilitator of educational innovation while safeguarding ethical principles, data
security, and the quality of learning processes (Utami, Atika, & Sugiarti, 2026).

3. Sociological Foundation

Learners originate from society, receive both formal and informal education
within social environments, and are ultimately prepared to participate in society.
Every community possesses its own socio-cultural system that shapes patterns
of social interaction and collective life. These values may be derived from religion,
culture, politics, and other dimensions of social life.

The sociological foundation emphasizes that curriculum development
should be responsive to societal needs and social dynamics. Education cannot be
separated from its social context because one of its primary functions is to
prepare learners to become active and productive members of society (Schubert,
1986). Furthermore, the curriculum should serve as a medium for transmitting
cultural values from one generation to the next, particularly in the face of
globalization, which increasingly challenges the preservation of local cultures. At
the same time, the curriculum should enable learners to move beyond rigid
cultural boundaries (encapsulation) and develop awareness of both the strengths
and limitations of their own cultural perspectives (Fauzan & Arifin, 2022).

The implications of the sociological foundation require educational
practices to be contextual and responsive to societal conditions. The curriculum
should address contemporary issues such as social tolerance, social conflict,
digital ethics, and social justice. Consequently, learning activities should connect
academic content with the realities of learners’ everyday lives, making education
more relevant and meaningful. Through such an approach, educational values are
not only understood conceptually but are also applied in real-life situations
(Nasution, 2007).

In practice, however, a gap often exists between learning materials and the
social realities experienced by learners. As a result, educational content may
appear abstract and disconnected from everyday life, making it difficult for
students to relate classroom learning to real-world situations. This condition
creates a distance between school-based learning and the realities of society. For
instance, students may learn about the concept of brotherhood and social
harmony but receive limited guidance on how to respond to actual social conflicts
occurring within their communities (Mira & Kunaenih, 2024).
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Therefore, the curriculum should be designed to prepare learners who are
capable of preserving the positive values embedded in Indonesian culture while
simultaneously developing the competencies necessary to compete in a
globalized world. Such competencies include open-mindedness, critical thinking,
creativity, and the ability to respond constructively to technological
advancement.

The transformation of society into a digital society has significantly altered
patterns of social interaction among learners. Social media platforms, virtual
spaces, and digital communities have become integral components of the social
environment, influencing the formation of identity, values, and behavior.
Consequently, the sociological foundation of the curriculum should no longer
focus exclusively on local communities but must also consider the dynamics of
the global digital society. Accordingly, the curriculum should foster digital
literacy, tolerance, media ethics, intercultural understanding, and adaptive skills
that enable learners to navigate increasingly diverse and complex social
environments.

4. Psychological Foundation

The psychological foundation of education focuses on learners’
characteristics, including their cognitive, emotional, and social development.
Understanding these dimensions is essential for designing learning experiences
that are aligned with students’ developmental stages and individual needs.

Educational processes inherently involve interactions among individuals.
Human psychological capacities are considerably more complex than those of
other living beings. These psychological capacities enable humans to acquire
advanced knowledge, develop diverse skills, and engage in reflective thinking.
Consequently, curriculum studies are closely connected to various academic
disciplines, each contributing unique perspectives to the understanding of
education. Neglecting one foundational aspect may result in an incomplete
understanding of curriculum development (Fauzan & Arifin, 2022).

In line with this perspective, Abdurrahmansyah (2021) argues that
curriculum studies cannot be separated from discussions about human beings
from multiple perspectives. Humans as social beings can be examined through
sociology, humans as thinking and knowledge-producing individuals can be
understood through philosophy, and learners as individuals possessing
psychological potential can be understood through psychology. Therefore,
psychological perspectives provide an essential foundation for understanding
learners and designing appropriate educational experiences.

From a psychological standpoint, learner development encompasses
cognitive, affective, and psychomotor dimensions. These dimensions are
reflected in learners’ attitudes, behaviors, motivations, and overall
developmental progress. Within the educational process, learning can be viewed
as a transformation from input to output, in which curriculum functions as a
framework that guides the development of learners’ potential. Consequently,
curriculum development requires a strong understanding of psychological
principles to ensure that educational goals are achieved effectively (Rizqi et al,,
2022).

Similarly, Huliyatunisa (2022) emphasizes that the psychological
foundation is concerned with how learners acquire knowledge and the factors
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that may facilitate or hinder their learning progress. Psychology therefore
provides a theoretical basis for understanding the nature of learning processes
and the stages of learner development. Since every learner possesses unique
interests, talents, abilities, and potentials, curriculum development should
acknowledge and accommodate these individual differences.

The implications of the psychological foundation require curricula to be
designed through a student-centered learning approach that is adaptive to
learners’ needs, interests, and potentials. Furthermore, curriculum development
should provide opportunities for differentiated learning experiences that
accommodate individual diversity. Accordingly, psychological considerations
play a significant role in shaping curriculum structures, learning strategies, and
educational objectives.

The rapid advancement of technology has also transformed learners’
learning characteristics. Contemporary learners tend to be more visually
oriented, interactive, and accustomed to obtaining information quickly through
digital environments. However, excessive dependence on technology may also
contribute to reduced attention spans, increased distractions, and diminished
face-to-face social interactions. Therefore, curriculum development should
consider the psychological characteristics of the digital generation by promoting
more personalized, adaptive, and learner-centered approaches to education.

5. Technological Foundation

Curriculum development has undergone a long process of evolution, culminating
in systematic efforts to integrate technology into every aspect of teaching and learning.
Contemporary curricula are designed to address the challenges of the twenty-first
century by emphasizing new literacies and strong character development amid the rapid
pace of technological disruption (Utami, Atika, & Sugiarti, 2026).

The technological foundation highlights the importance of integrating technology
into education as an essential component of the learning process. Technology no longer
functions merely as an instructional aid but has evolved into a learning environment that
influences how learners access, process, and construct knowledge. In the digital era,
students are expected to possess digital literacy, critical thinking skills in evaluating
information, and ethical awareness in the use of technology (Sanjaya, 2007).

As global interconnectedness continues to intensify, education in Indonesia cannot
remain isolated from international developments. Aligning the national curriculum with
global demands has become essential to ensure that graduates possess international
competitiveness. Contemporary global expectations emphasize the mastery of twenty-
first-century skills, including critical thinking, communication, creativity, and
collaboration, while also requiring an understanding of sustainability and global
citizenship (Utami, Atika, & Sugiarti, 2026).

The rapid advancement of information and communication technology over the
past two decades has significantly transformed human civilization, extending beyond
what was previously imagined. These transformations are evident in shifts across social,
economic, and political spheres. Furthermore, in today’s knowledge-based society,
lifelong learning has become increasingly important, requiring individuals to
continuously develop knowledge and competencies. Consequently, curricula should
promote metacognitive abilities and the capacity to learn how to learn, enabling learners
to access, evaluate, and utilize information effectively while responding to uncertainty
and complex situations. In this context, curriculum development and technological
advancement should be supported by educators through the effective utilization of
digital media and instructional systems (Fauzan & Arifin, 2022).

Similarly, Utami, Atika, and Sugiarti (2026) argue that the technological foundation
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of curriculum development in the digital era requires educators to view technology not
merely as a teaching tool but as the environment in which educational processes take
place. Technology influences both the structure of knowledge and the ways in which
knowledge is organized, communicated, and acquired.

The implications of this foundation require curricula to effectively integrate
technology into learning processes. Such integration may include the use of digital media,
online learning platforms, and interactive educational content. Technology can also
facilitate simulations, visualize abstract concepts, and support remote collaboration,
thereby making learning experiences more engaging and effective (Indriyani et al,,
2023).

However, in practice, the utilization of technology continues to face numerous
challenges. Technology is often employed only as a presentation tool rather than being
pedagogically integrated into instructional practices. Moreover, the use of technology
has not always been aligned with the development of ethical values and character
formation. Consequently, technology has not yet fully realized its potential to
significantly enhance the quality of education.

The emergence of Artificial Intelligence (AI) marks a paradigm shift in the role of
technology within education. Whereas technology was previously regarded primarily as
a learning aid, Al-driven technologies have evolved into comprehensive learning
ecosystems capable of providing personalized recommendations, automated feedback,
and adaptive learning experiences. This development requires curricula not only to
incorporate technological tools but also to foster Al literacy, digital ethics, data security
awareness, and critical thinking skills that enable learners to use technology responsibly.
Therefore, the technological foundation should no longer be viewed as a supplementary
component of the curriculum but rather as a strategic element in developing the
competencies required for learners in the twenty-first century.

C. An Integrated Five-Foundation Curriculum Model for the Digital Era

The rapid advancement of digital technology, increasingly dynamic social
transformations, and the growing demand for twenty-first-century competencies
demonstrate that curriculum development can no longer rely on a single foundation in
isolation. A curriculum that focuses exclusively on philosophical considerations may risk
losing relevance to contemporary societal needs, whereas a curriculum that prioritizes
technological aspects alone may overlook the fundamental values and purposes of
education. Therefore, a comprehensive and integrative approach is required to harmonize
various curriculum foundations within a coherent and interconnected framework (Fauzan
& Arifin, 2022).

This article proposes an Integrated Five-Foundation Curriculum Model for the Digital
Era, which conceptualizes the philosophical, legal, sociological, psychological, and
technological foundations as an interconnected system that collectively shapes the
direction, content, implementation, and evaluation of educational processes. Within this
model, each foundation performs a distinct yet complementary function, contributing to the
development of a curriculum that is both responsive to contemporary challenges and
aligned with the broader goals of education.

The proposed model is developed through a synthesis of curriculum theories
advanced by both classical and contemporary curriculum scholars. It draws upon diverse
perspectives regarding the nature, purpose, and development of curricula while
emphasizing the interdependence of curriculum foundations in addressing the complexities
of modern education (Posner, 2004). Accordingly, the model is not intended to replace
existing curriculum foundations; rather, it seeks to integrate them into a unified conceptual
framework that is more relevant to the educational challenges of the digital era.

Through this integrative perspective, curriculum development is viewed as a dynamic
process that requires a balance between educational values, legal regulations, societal
needs, learner characteristics, and technological innovation. Such a balance is essential for
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ensuring that curricula remain adaptive, contextual, and transformative in preparing
learners to navigate the opportunities and challenges of an increasingly digitalized world.

Table 1. Integrated Five-Foundation Curriculum Model for the Digital Era

Foundation Primary Function Development Orientation
. . Determines the direction, Character development, morality, and
Philosophical . . .
values, and goals of education | educational vision
Leoal Provides legitimacy and Educational standards, policies, and
& regulatory guidance governance
. . Ensures relevance to societal | Adaptation to social and cultural
Sociological
needs changes
. Aligns learning with learners’ | Student-centered learning and
Psychological e . . . .
developmental characteristics | differentiated instruction
Promotes educational Digital literacy, Artificial Intelligence
Technological | innovation and (AD), and technology-enhanced
transformation learning

Within this model, the philosophical foundation serves as the normative basis that
determines the direction and goals of education. The values established through the
philosophical foundation are subsequently translated into educational regulations and
policies through the legal foundation. The sociological foundation then ensures that
educational policies and objectives remain relevant to the evolving needs of society. At the
implementation level, the psychological foundation plays a crucial role in aligning the
curriculum with learners’ characteristics, needs, and developmental potential. Meanwhile,
the technological foundation functions as an accelerator that enables educational processes
to become more effective, adaptive, and innovative (Desmita, 2020).

This model demonstrates that the relationships among the five curriculum
foundations are dynamic and reciprocal. Changes in one foundation inevitably influence the
others. For instance, the development of Artificial Intelligence (AI) affects not only the
technological dimension of education but also generates philosophical implications
concerning the ethics of technology use, legal implications related to regulation and data
protection, sociological implications associated with changing patterns of social interaction,
and psychological implications regarding shifts in learners’ learning characteristics
(Rusman, 2022). Therefore, curriculum development in the digital era should be
approached from an integrative and multidimensional perspective.

Based on this model, a twenty-first-century curriculum should not be limited to the
acquisition of knowledge alone. Rather, it should foster character development, respond to
societal needs, accommodate learners’ developmental characteristics, and promote the
responsible use of technology. Accordingly, the Integrated Five-Foundation Curriculum
Model for the Digital Era provides a conceptual framework for designing curricula that are
adaptive, contextual, and transformative in addressing future educational challenges.

D. Theoretical and Practical Implications

Theoretically, this study contributes to curriculum studies by offering an integrative
perspective on curriculum foundations in the context of digital-era education. Previous
studies have generally discussed philosophical, legal, sociological, psychological, and
technological foundations as separate dimensions of curriculum development. In contrast,
this study conceptualizes these foundations as an interconnected and dynamic system
through the Integrated Five-Foundation Curriculum Model for the Digital Era. The proposed
model enriches contemporary curriculum discourse by demonstrating that curriculum
development should be understood as a multidimensional process involving the interaction
of educational values, regulatory frameworks, societal needs, learner characteristics, and
technological innovation (Ornstein & Hunkins, 1993; Posner, 2004).

Furthermore, the model extends existing curriculum theories by emphasizing the
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importance of balancing normative educational goals with the demands of technological
transformation. This perspective provides a conceptual framework that may support future
studies in curriculum development, educational innovation, and digital transformation in
education (Fauzan & Arifin, 2022).

Practically, the proposed model may serve as a reference for curriculum developers,
policymakers, educational institutions, and teachers in designing more adaptive and
responsive curricula. For curriculum developers, the model provides guidance for
integrating philosophical values, legal requirements, social realities, learner needs, and
technological developments into curriculum planning. For educators, the model highlights
the importance of implementing learner-centered, contextual, and technology-enhanced
learning strategies while maintaining character development and ethical values. For
educational institutions and policymakers, the model may support the formulation of
educational policies and programs that are responsive to contemporary educational
challenges while remaining aligned with national educational objectives (Fauzan & Arifin,
2022; Utami, Atika, & Sugiarti, 2026).

E. Limitations of the Study

This study has several limitations. First, the study is based exclusively on library
research and conceptual analysis, without empirical investigation in specific educational
settings. As a result, the proposed Integrated Five-Foundation Curriculum Model has not yet
been tested in actual curriculum implementation or classroom practice. Second, the study
focuses primarily on theoretical discussions derived from existing literature, which may not
fully capture the diversity of educational contexts and challenges encountered in different
institutions.

Therefore, future research is recommended to examine the applicability and
effectiveness of the proposed model through qualitative field studies, case studies, mixed-
method research, or quantitative approaches. Empirical validation is necessary to assess
how the integration of philosophical, legal, sociological, psychological, and technological
foundations can contribute to curriculum effectiveness and educational quality in various
educational contexts (Moleong, 2018; Sugiyono, 2019).

Conclusion

The curriculum plays a strategic role in developing knowledgeable, skilled, and morally
grounded individuals. Based on the findings of this study, this article proposes the Integrated
Five-Foundation Curriculum Model for the Digital Era as a conceptual framework that
synthesizes the philosophical, legal, sociological, psychological, and technological foundations
into an interconnected system. The model demonstrates that adaptive curriculum
development cannot be achieved through a partial approach; rather, it requires the integration
of educational values, regulatory frameworks, societal needs, learner characteristics, and
technological transformation.

Despite its conceptual relevance, several challenges remain in curriculum implementation,
including the predominance of cognitive-oriented learning, the limited contextualization of
educational content, and the suboptimal integration of technology into pedagogical practices.
These challenges contribute to a persistent gap between curriculum design and its
implementation in educational settings.

Therefore, strengthening the integration of curriculum foundations through a systematic
and holistic approach is essential. Such efforts require the active involvement of curriculum
developers in formulating comprehensive policies, educators in implementing innovative and
learner-centered instructional practices, educational institutions in providing adequate
facilities and professional development opportunities, and policymakers in ensuring that
educational regulations are not merely administrative but also substantively oriented toward
educational quality. Through such collaborative efforts, curricula can become more relevant,
adaptive, and transformative in addressing the challenges of an increasingly complex and
digitalized world.

Nurbaiti et.al (Integrating Curriculum Foundations in the Digital Era ...) 2137


https://issn.lipi.go.id/terbit/detail/1604472347

At Turots: Jurnal Pendidikan Islam ISSN
Vol. 8, No. 2, December 2026, pp. 2127-2138

References
Abdurrahmansyah. Kajian Teoritik dan Implikatif: Pengembangan Kurikulum. Depok: Rajawali Pers,
2021.

Aulia, M. “Landasan Kurikulum dalam Pengembangan Pendidikan.” Jurnal Pendidikan dan Ekonomi 9, no.
2 (2024).

Departemen Pendidikan Nasional. Undang-Undang No. 20 Tahun 2003 tentang Sistem Pendidikan
Nasional. Jakarta: Depdiknas, 2003.

Desmita. Psikologi Perkembangan Peserta Didik. Bandung: Remaja Rosdakarya, 2020.

Eisner, Elliot W. The Educational Imagination. New York: Prentice Hall, 2001.

Fauzan, dan Fatkhul Arifin. Desain Kurikulum dan Pembelajaran Abad 21. Jakarta: Kencana, 2022.
Hamalik, Oemar. Kurikulum dan Pembelajaran. Jakarta: Bumi Aksara, 2021.

Hasanah, A. N., M. P. Dewi, R. P. Aprianti, Z. Valerina, dan S. Iskandar. “Peran dan Hakikat Kurikulum
dalam Meningkatkan Efektivitas Pembelajaran.” Jurnal Pendidikan Guru Madrasah Ibtidaiyah
Al-Amin 4, no. 2 (2025).

Huliyatunisa, Yayah. Dasar Pengembangan Kurikulum Sekolah Dasar. Sukabumi: CV Jejak, 2022.

Idris, S. “Landasan Pengembangan Kurikulum Pendidikan: Filosofis, Psikologis, Sosiologis, dan
Teknologis.” Jurnal Pendidikan Islam 7, no. 2 (2023).

Indriyani, R., A. Arnina, I. Nasruddin, dan D. Noviani. “Hakikat Kurikulum dalam Dunia Pendidikan.” As-
Shuffah 11, no. 1 (2023).

Mira, M., dan K. Kunaenih. “Implementasi Pembelajaran Pendidikan Berbasis Kurikulum Merdeka
Belajar di Sekolah.” Indonesian Research Journal on Education 4, no. 3 (2024).

Moleong, Lexy ]. Metodologi Penelitian Kualitatif. Bandung: Remaja Rosdakarya, 2018.
Muhadjir, Noeng. Metodologi Penelitian Kualitatif. Yogyakarta: Rake Sarasin, 2000.
Nasution, S. Asas-asas Kurikulum. Jakarta: Bumi Aksara, 2007.

Natsir, dan Vevi Sunarti. Landasan, Hakikat, dan Dasar-Dasar IImu Pendidikan. Payakumbuh: Fahmi
Karya, 2024.

Nurfauzan, M. F. “Landasan Filosofis, Sosiologis, Psikologis, dan Yuridis dalam Pengembangan
Kurikulum.” Jurnal Ibrah 10, no. 1 (2025).

OECD. (2018). The Future of Education and Skills: Education 2030. Paris: OECD Publishing.
Ornstein, A. C., dan F. Hunkins. Curriculum: Foundations, Principles, and Theory. Boston: Allyn and Bacon,
1993.

Posner, George. Analyzing Curriculum. New York: McGraw Hill, 2004.

Putri, Lidia, et al. “Landasan Sosiologis Pengembangan Kurikulum.” Jjurnal Pendidikan Tambusai 8, no. 1
(2024).

Redecker, C. (2017). European Framework for the Digital Competence of Educators: DigCompEdu.
Luxembourg: Publications Office of the European Union.
Rizqi, M., dkk. Psikologi Pendidikan. Sukoharjo: Pradina Pustaka, 2022.

Rusman. Pembelajaran Berbasis Teknologi Informasi dan Komunikasi. Jakarta: Rajawali Pers, 2022.
Sanjaya, Wina. Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan. Jakarta: Kencana, 2007.

Schubert, W. H. Curriculum: Perspective, Paradigm, and Possibility. New York: Macmillan, 1986.
Sugiyono. Metode Penelitian Pendidikan. Bandung: Alfabeta, 2019.

Utami, Ratna Widinati, Eka Atika, dan Sri Sugiarti. Pendidikan Dasar di Era Digital. Purbalingga: Diva
Pustaka, 2026.

Voogt, ]., & Roblin, N. P. (2012). A comparative analysis of international frameworks for 21st century
competences: Implications for national curriculum policies. Journal of Curriculum Studies,
44(3),299-321.

2138 Nurbaiti et.al (Integrating Curriculum Foundations in the Digital Era ...)


https://issn.lipi.go.id/terbit/detail/1604472347

